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It is irarth noting^ for its bsarlng on Istsr s'vsate, that tkt# Isttar^ 
iilM tb« Moord of L»nsing*s jpsosnt talk vitii Ishilj^ asde no aiilltlon of eny 
participation by tho Britiah or tbs French In amok an madertakinS* 

After sending tke letter <m to tke Preeldent^ i,i ^fn g replied to KisiBnn 
that hi^^had read It vltb apeoial interest ''because it ccates f r<«i tke hlsbest 
authority in Anerica On Bussla«" Be vas not s«re, he eaid^ of “ttie viadom of 
Intervention in Siberia, but he mas EP^tlfied to flnl "tbet your reaction to 
the confusion of tho situation is very slnllar to ay ovn .*•" le could sskure 
■Hman 

that the subject is receiving very oareful consideration 
both as to the policy and as to the physical difficulties of 
transportation, ukick on account of lack of shlpe in the Pacific 
are very great, 38/ 

In the particular matter of a possible sooncmlo ocaiels8ion> preeeure on 
the Administration vas nov beginning to go beyond mere expreasieas of opinion 
and to aesume or^puiizatlonal foxss, le have already noted thet tke end of May 
me precisely the tlae vhen the "league to Aid and Cooperate vith Bussia" vas 
tbrsetenlng most seriously to becoas active s«d to generate Ideas and proposals 
of its own — a prospect alvaye alarming to ths asn around Wilson* In addition 
to this the War Ibrade Board, under the able aanageaent of Mr, Vanes IbsCcualok, 
appointed on May 21 a thrse>aan ooamittse (one of the aeabere vas Mr, John Foster 
Sulles) to chart out a progreas for the recuqption of wooncmic dealings vltb 


^3 / George Benaan MB&, library of Congreae, Box 8, 
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Council cwoolMl to ProsUont Wilson "to npproffo tlio policy Isoro roc«*oiift»« 
aM thus t#|tt^hls it to bo oanrloi Into offset bofoipo it is too 

Ihls ftniil appeal fw» the SlpreaB Wear Council roachod Weahinston, and vaa 
iMalod by Heading to the President, on tio,«ftomoon of July 3^ shortly before 
Lenslng*o, phone call about tha Caach ae^ur© of TUdHroatok, ®>e tine ^ Cool 
alon hi^ noli'; fl»ally aixiued, the choice — to the Prealdent, at leiat — nov 
•aeaed raaaonably ole». 

the »Jtt day waa the Fourth of July, i»l one of the hottest, there uaa an 
exeurel^ to Mount F^rnon on the Preddential yeoht, til MMFLCWH. ^he 

ftroeldent ai^ Lansing uero ahoard. tha other guesta Included a ^ber of repro- 
spntatlees of earloua foreign language groups in the Cnited Statea. It uaa under- 
stood that the President uould make a eyaach at Mount Temon* end it uaa thought 
by aatiy that he nifiht use thla as an oobaslon for announcing bia deelelon with 
reepeot to Rusaia, 

Wilson was courteous enough to hie guest e, and triad to make then *••*- *^ 
hocae in the face of tha aweltering heat. But we nay aseuaa that both he nnd 
Lansing had thalr ninde rather on Siborlsn nattere than on the ateanlng Banka 
of the Potomac paat which they mowed. At sene time during the couree of that 
whether before or after the exourelon;i Lanelng found the leisure to draw 
up a mamorandma for tha Preeldont on the Siberian queatlon. It waa 
aivo rocoB»ndatlon. Ihe soleure of Vladtwoetok by the C*oo^, Md their succosa 


in western Siberia, had "naterially changed the altuatlon/ hm ^ote, by intro- 
ducing a eentluental elaaant Into the question of our duty.” There waa now an 


2&t Foreign Halation.. 1718. Busela, Y ol, II, ,op>oj^, P. from Franier‘8 

telegram to SW85AI1, July 2, mldnij^it (pp, 2hl-2H6). 
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Amricttn reep«((i^tlity to aid tliMW !• that a aufply of ***• ^ 

aa«t to tha Cza^ eoat^Mlip^ fn Vlaflivoatok, |iad tJ»t tfliia **’®‘^;;:*^*****^'- 
saat tbam in pollclns tha rallro^ ^ In’hlaarmlng and fflaperslng 

Oermen et^ ^irBan prlaonara-ef-aar iO»ofm nndaratood, aara opposing thaa. 
Aiding the Czechs was, after aM.# ia entirely different thing fr« Interteiilos 
on other grovmda* Swan thoo^ atia Aaarlean forces were sent, one woal^ 
rely on to supply tha hulh of tha requlaita forces. The aaodeneoJ^n* ®*‘ 

tha intentle^/and the raadinasa to raftraln fr« Interfering In Busslan inbemal 
Wfalrs, should ha nada at onoe. A paacaful coaalaaion of rapresentatieea of 
tartans phases of society, ”to-vlt, aoral, laduatrlal, cowwrolal, ftnancial and 
agricultural/ should hs ssnt and should -proceed waatward fro. nadlvostok 
following as cloaaly aa poaalhla, with doe regard to aafaty, tha Czaoho-«lotaks. 
Ita flasl dastlnatlwi and function ahowld depend on Ita reception hy the Buealan 

people MA on the nllltary reiletaaoe enoountered.gj/ 

Lansing »e i^morandua wee preeuaahly sent to tha Freeldent on tha nomln? 
of Friday, the 5th. Later that day tha Prasldant phoned and said ha elshad to 
eaa laneing, Bahar, Seoratary of lawy Josephus Banlale, and Oensral March at 
two oAeloelc on the 6th. Meeting took place that Saturday aftamoon, as 
schsdulad. In an upper roon of the white lansa, with Adnlral Beneon aleo attend- 
ing. "After we had ... seatad ouraalwea, eow»what In order of rank," Oeneral 
March later reoordad, "the Freeldent entered the ro« with a ped in his hand, 
and taking a poaltlon standing and facing ^ wlawe 


Laneing MBS, op.clt . , Diary Blue Boxee, Box 2. 
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tfcpt afternooa it dawiwd on liooalag that tha vould tail 

t.is* Ailla4 anaariwata about tha Awrloaa approach aijfi that graat »•••«**• 

*»wt V'JUW avtua it^ in the ■aaatlw^ they had haoti nothing diraatly 
^ahlngton* He at onoa expoead ‘IMMsa rfeXlft<5tlon« in a note to tha^ F:rc#ld«ntj/ 
and obtained latter >a approfvaX to hie apprising tha Irttlfih^ french^ and 

Italian . in strletaet conf Idanee, ' of ahat had :»en aeclded, fkt$0 wus ^ 

dona the following aomlnis (Taaadaf^ dulj/ 9 )/ in throe aaparata ftiteryiews at 
tha Dapartnent of Stata.2/ Wo raoord of th«ge intarwlava la avaXlabla. 3hara 
Is raaoan to believe that the reactiaa of Lord .%«tsUng^ to partlcttlar^ aaa one 
of eutraaad aatoniahnent^ partly ov«* the Manir to lAloh tha daclat*n had loan 
tahen., partly baoaoaa of Laaaing'a atudied ambldnlty about the part the waetem 
^Xltoa uara to tahe in tbm propoaed action. 

In early afternoon there ms a Cabinet aeettn*, BeaeinlM after the othara 
had leiti l«naing told tha ftrealdent of Beading's reaction, aoth «an^ *Tldantlyj 
aa** Irritated it. (Wartlae ctrain vr& uaarinaas waa, by this ttoe^ breading 
its charaeterlstic aeparitiaa. Vilaon and Isis Saeratary of State had both noa 
vorheo tnesaalvea into a hl^ atata of •uapleion of British atititaa and rtaant- 
«»nt of British presaurea to the Siberian prOblea.) Wot tom after Lonslog had 
rattmad to his desk at tha State iiepertaent tha three Allied envoy* (tto other 
two plainly aarshaliad by heading for thle purpose) appeered in a body, doBwaadlng 


to know 


i/ Kssrs k 


tone, toe Lei 


II, <a>»git. . pp. 37i^“373. 


2 / Lansing MSS, .oo.clt , . iJSsM, Diary. 
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vtetlier tilt Allied Immrfinti vere net to tal» purt Iti tb# 
ifiAtlal land lug ctf trooiw «f cor irtmther It wm 

the Aisett* loan] purpoa* to eoaflaa the ajyttriJTlat to 
and Anar icoB troope* 

lonalng TPoXied tlwt ho had oevar diafUfml tb» aiattar vlth tha fioaldarst , 
•Bd oottld ae« t}o «b4oet in doing ao until Japanaea approval had >mm. sustained, 
at vhioh tiha the Ifeiltad Stataa jfovamaawt vould ^J6 glad t© coniiilt isrltb tha 


oaatam *-'maa* Sharp axchangea endued, .laws In-/ ohar^ed that la falllnf to 
aofiault the lliea tha Biaricaws vem only doing idiat hed been dopa to thee- 
aaloaa^on nany ocoaeiona, faadinf found tMa atatooant offanstoe* «tid he 
ia« is ted that the Allies ought to pertiolpete in the Initial To this 

tenaing naplled 


that this seeaed to ae rsther a «attar of national pride and 
aantlnant than a practical questio>ni that X muld not underatand 
uhy thla aubjeet should ba raised and that It eh*owad to lae tiia 
'8'isd<asi of the courae which we had taken in not consultlt^ ell the 
Allied iJovamaeBts before we hs^ acted as api«rently there would 
have been delay in discusclnf the deteila ••• 3 / 

It is iB^oaelble to note this nasaaga without drawlne’ attention to the 
aatraord inary workinips of tiwi «#ric6n »lnd in aattara of Inter-Allied relatiooa. 


for »i* Bonthe tha Allied gowarvasints hed pleaded with the 'i/nlted States gotertr 
Bsnt to Join th«* in scb» action relating to Siberia and hed refrained., »ost 


reluctantlyj fro® action of their tswti while they waited for the Unittd Btetes 
to aaJc# up Its^aiwi* How V?».8h ington,. having a*de Its own decision, without con- 
eulting- was determined to act with litsost precipitation. Two days wa® 
avan too short a tlma,^ and the used for haste was cited as justification for not 


/ Foreign Baletteas. 1918. Buss la . Vol. op.eit, . pp* 
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coiiiultia? tlw AUiee et tU, But ^yoni om enroot f«ll to 

contWBptwow- rejection at tlw Britlah viev e' '■VjantlaeRtar oafV 

b*ior«j» iTi 4br«ving up Ills oim aMMraadxai for tho Prosl^nt on «|u®«- 

tion^ toaelng hod Jwitifiod tl* er*tre chona* of ^j»rlco» poUoy by the yropwl- 

tlf»« thot the eel KOTO of fledi roeto* -jy tl» &ech« "hod seterleUy ehooiofl the 

eltuetiofi tgr Introdueln^’ a ^nttayatal elMwnt into the questloa of <*«ty, h/ 

The July -6 doeielon hod cited “eoiitloentel ^^ounde" oe dictating the Aaerlcon 

•etiofw Wov I*anelag coopleltted preclBoly that fading*# attitude uae e oottor 

ot eentioent* Hore than once. In thle eeriaonioae converoetito, ho r*l«rp*d to 

this chasgi, ”I w»e not dlepeeed,** he eold, 

to consider the eentiaentol phase hut only the expedient aide of 
the gt»etioa. ... X thouid>t axpediancy ehould control and thet If 
expodlersse wae opp<^ed to British partilclpatloii thet, to eij Bind, 

aastiaent, whan it cwaa to datemaining Mamrtcw actions t axpadianoa, vhen it oaae 
to Judging the behavior of Aoerica'B /^lllae ■— this le the ^laclpla thet appears 
to flow froB Laisslns's raactlone on this occaalon. 

iord Beading wae, for ohvtoui reseons, uaappeaeed by iBnelng’i poftltlon. 

>'’ith difficulty he •wae raetralned, the follcaring day, fras talegraidilng to hie 
govemewmt a stinging report on the ^sattar which, the President cor«Hared, would 
have s^dc a good deal of troutla*^/ i«ven. without thle report, tto irritation 
in i-oodon was interuie« </ithout delay, on the lOth, the &*ltleh goeerunwint 


Bee show , p. XVIIl/20-21 (italloe are BlmJ, 
^ Laneing <^.olt » . iJesh i>l»ry, July 10. 




Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000500560005-5 


Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R000500560005-5 

\ J ■ 41 • 

th. United £tetea in 

Thl. cooflM ^ ^ irtU M «1“« 

^oh you wre to fo ^ Tsleee yo® good*1>7«» 

e,^ lo«d«l vlth dynemlto. -od i»w» 

„i, »utw.i 

Thl. »r4.r .hMthhtl.Uj «» 

vs* .V«I- to r«<s«l« i” rr«“»* atterls- 

c.th, 1..10h. Ih.t It .-,•«» ^ 

.till further out of date by the tine h® 

^ 1*. «ii«*oae -ttiat it wae tunn*i 

lmia^uat« to its purpoa , 

4 ,.« o-iter his arrival it nw* * 

.• ^nd that vlthin tvo •ontna 8 ter 

.n Sloorl., -h 

..Mm never ^^ave occ^red to awu ] 

conceivable relevant*/ aormel^y 

^ . 1.U ,-hr. « 

tor alr«l.l«. r«* , h'B fUUd »UM«* 

%sVi-wr«i 080 that wouM drive hi.e 

V of it eith a 6tubh3mi»80 

t > «“ ,, ,u4 totaful .«- 

. ...v.<r- «!.» *» »=*“ °*“* * 

* h „ 1.™ iSSs* 

,t.l»h ... hctUlt, .hc to ..V. ^ 

1 ... n.e and uiado* of hie owuM/ 
the taierlty to queetion the re ^ 

ov d« «>.t 

, a to tt. pr... ' 

th. :>resll.''t I”* • ■„ Oh thl. .-• '>•». J»P*' 

K . a,' t» ».r PPrtlOh. *.1 th. iUgn^ys- 

» t^arephraee ot tae «»y r- -rtiore. ^ 

- . „rl«a in Vl.alv«toh .na t.8«. w 

n»«e and British foroee arrive 

,v,.f 0.«ml «•«' *'‘* 
t in aMittcHi to givini'^ 

thl. <..», 3' r,tlltppl*t to d«p.tn.l 

B„.rt»r.t dl«oto4 th. Co..«ndin« »■««« 

■ « eii*r on vacation, warned 

In a telegra* to J^^er" of*the Siberian expedltl^ 

,)r.... • -.to. not th. tKt “3 other thth »IU' 

he said, that ^ CoaaeendlnS Ofi^of^ this waminii. 

a.llo.t,..tt».ti-^^) PUlhU. no h..o «. P»33 t 

tery ability. ^ 
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